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Amends the School Code to require that
every public school provide instruction
on climate change

TARGET AUDIENCE

Beginning with the 2026-2027 school year, every public
school shall provide instruction on climate change in
alignment with state learning standards.

The law applies to all K-12 public schools and provides
schools with flexibility in how they incorporate climate
change education into their instruction.

A broad coalition supported this bill and saw it
over the finish line, including youth-led

organizations and local nonprofits such as It’s
Our Future, Seven Generations Ahead, Climate
Education for Illinois, and the Environmental

Education Association of Illinois (EEAI).

The State Board of Education is required,
subject to appropriation, to prepare and make

available multi-disciplinary instructional
resources and professional learning

opportunities for educators to help them meet
these new requirements. There is currently no
funding associated with this bill, but free, high-

quality climate literacy resources are available at
the Illinois Climate Education Hub.

Instruction must include identifying the
environmental and ecological impacts of

climate change on individuals and
communities, as well as evaluating solutions
to mitigate its impacts. This instruction will

equip students with the knowledge, skills, and
tools needed to take meaningful action on

behalf of themselves and their communities.
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This law ensures that approximately 1.848
million K-12 public school students in Illinois

will learn about the impacts of climate change
on their communities and the solutions to
address them, along with roughly 137,000

public school teachers. 
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