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THIRTY YOUNG CHANGE-MAKERS RECOGNIZED AS GLOBAL “30 UNDER 30” BY LEADING 
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 

Honoring innovative young leaders transforming communities around the world 
 

WASHINGTON, DC, August 15, 2018 — Thirty young leaders from around the world are being recognized by the 
North American Association for Environmental Education (NAAEE) as the top young change-makers in 
environmental education for 2018. Each year, the Environmental Education (EE) 30 Under 30 program highlights 
the work of young professionals, under the age of 30, representing diverse backgrounds, cultures, and 
disciplines, who are using environmental education to create change in their communities and forge a sustainable 
future. All of this year’s awardees are leaders in their communities, engaging in initiatives as varied as 
spearheading langur conservation education in Malaysia, and making Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math 
(STEM) more accessible to deaf and hard of hearing students. 

The program is made possible by the Global Environmental Education Partnership (GEEP) and the U.S. Forest 
Service. Now in its third year, EE 30 Under 30 has honored 90 young leaders from across the globe, shining a 
spotlight on their efforts and providing them with resources and a network to advance their inspiring careers. This 
year’s awardees will be honored at NAAEE’s Annual International Conference in Spokane, Washington, on October 
10-13, 2018, where a number of them will share their stories and perspectives on how to develop leadership in 
the field of environmental education.   

The 2018 honorees are bringing new insights, ideas, and talent to the field of environmental education. They are 
champions of energy, water, climate resilience, the Arctic, environmental health issues, and more. Through a 
variety of approaches including journalism, music, and gardening, they are working to create change in their 
communities and on the global stage. Many have founded programs that engage audiences such as indigenous 
communities and those in less affluent areas, who historically have not been served through traditional 
environmental education opportunities.   

“We are thrilled with the incredible talent, passion, and leadership of these dedicated young individuals who join 
a growing community of environmental education champions," said Judy Braus, Executive Director. “They are not 
only working towards a sustainable future, but also inspiring the next generation of leaders who will follow in 
their footsteps. NAAEE is excited to support their diverse efforts and their continued growth as exceptional 
environmental education leaders.” 

For more information about the EE 30 Under 30, including eligibility requirements and a full list of previous and 
current awardees, visit www.naaee.org/ee30under30.  
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About the North American Association for Environmental Education 
For more than four decades, the North American Association for Environmental Education (NAAEE) has been 
dedicated to advancing environmental literacy and civic engagement through the power of education to create a 
more equitable and sustainable future for all. NAAEE supports a network of more than 20,000 educators and 54 
regional affiliate organizations working in environmental education in more than 30 countries. For more 
information, visit www.naaee.org.  
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